Mink Creek
Watershed Project

Contact Carrie Davis at the
Fayette NRCS Office for more
information.

The Mink Creek Watershed Project is sup-
ported in part or in total by the lowa Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Land Stewardship,
Division of Soil Conservation, through funds
of the Watershed Protection Fund and by the
lowa Department of natural Resources
through a grant from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency under the Federal Non-
Point Source Management Program (Section
319 of the Clean Water Act). Technical
assistance is provided by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, natural Resource Conservation
Service. All programs and services are of-
fered on a nondiscriminatory basis, without
regard to race, color, national origin, religion,
sex, age, marital status, or handicap.

Portion of Mink Creek as it flows
toward the Volga River.
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Mink Creek Watershed
-

Mink Creek, a tributary of the
Volga River, is located in eastern
Fayette and western Clayton coun-
ties. This 12,348 acre watershed
lies in the Paleozoic Plateau land-
form region and is dominated by
rolling hills, deep valleys and rock
outcrops.

The main goal of this project is to
improve the water quality of Mink
Creek by reducing sediment deliv-
ery to the stream. This will be
achieved through
assisting landown-
ers and tenants
within the water-
shed with the im-
plementation of
conservation prac-
tices and methods
through increased r;ink Creek is

cost-share and located in Fayette
) ) and Clayton coun-
Incentive programs. ties.

Along with this, an

educational and informational cam-
paign aimed at increasing public
awareness of water quality will be
undertaken.

Practices Offered
There is funding available for the
following practices:

e  Water and Sediment
Control Basins

e Constructed Wetlands
e Terraces

e Grade Stabilization
Structures

e Contour Farming

e Exclusion Fencing

e  Grassed Waterways
All CCRP Practices

REAP tree planting and timber
stand improvement

EQIP Practices
e No-till
e  Strip-cropping
e  Waste Storage Facilities

PLUS MANY ADDITIONAL

Water Quality

Problems

Mink Creek, a cold water trout
stream, is currently stocked as a
“put and take”
fishery. Exces-
sive sediment
entering Mink
Creek is dete-
riorating the

trout habitat :

in th Mink Creek, a cold water
in the trout stream, is stocked by
stream and  the DNR.

is contribut-

ing to a de-

cline in the number of angler trips
to the stream. The Fayette SWCD
is concerned and determined to
reverse the current negative trends
impacting the water quality of this
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